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(GXFDWLRQ�IRU�OLEHUDWLRQ�UHTXLUHV�
EROG�FULWLTXH��FUHDWLYH�DFWV��
and, particularly for teachers, a 
willingness to take risks outside the 
VWDWXV�TXR��

Below we offer suggestions based 
on the ways many teachers and 
other youth advocates are building 
the capacity to challenge the Prison 
Industrial Complex (PIC). We know 
teachers are already practicing, 
generating and sharing other 
interventions. This is not a checklist 
RI�PXVW�GR·V��QRU�LV�LW�H[KDXVWLYH�RU�
intended to apply to every context. 
We offer these starting ideas, in 
no particular order, as generative 
possibilities to build the world we 
know we need, rather than as a 
SUHVFULSWLRQ�IRU�D�VSHFLÀF�VLWXDWLRQ�
 

1 Always Learn: Are terms such 
DV�WKH�´SULVRQ�LQGXVWULDO�FRPSOH[�µ�
´UHVWRUDWLYH�MXVWLFHµ�RU�´WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�
MXVWLFHµ�QHZ"�6WDUW�D�SROLWLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�
UHDGLQJ�LQWR�DFWLRQ�JURXS�ZLWK�RWKHU�
teachers or with your students around a 
NH\�WH[W��VXFK�DV�Are Prisons Obsolete? 
by Angela Davis. For other reading 
resources, check out: Critical Resistance 
�KWWS���FULWLFDOUHVLVWDQFH�RUJ��

2 Build Communities of Shared 
Purpose: Work with those in your 
school who want to end the PIC. 
Brainstorm different situations that 
W\SLFDOO\�LQYROYH�SROLFH�RU�,PPLJUDWLRQ�
DQG�&XVWRPV�(QIRUFHPHQW��,&(��DW�
or around your school, and discuss 
KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�WKHP�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�GRQ·W�
FRQWULEXWH�WR�IHHGLQJ�WKH�3,&�SLSHOLQH��

3 Ask, Listen and Imagine: Start 
DQG�RU�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�GLDORJXHV�WKDW�
challenge yourself, your colleagues, 
VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�WR�FULWLFDOO\�UHÁHFW�
RQ�WKHLU�LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�
LQ�VFKRROV��+RZ�GR�ZH�GHÀQH�
safety? How can we address and 
SUHYHQW�KDUP"�+RZ�FDQ�ZH�VXSSRUW�
HDFK�RWKHU"�&UHDWH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
to strategize around ways to be 
accountable to one another.

4 Policies Matter as Much as 
Practice:�:RUN�WR�GLVPDQWOH�SROLFLHV�
WKDW�SXQLVK�DQG�WKDW�PLPLF�RXU�ZLGHU�
SULVRQ�QDWLRQ��DQG�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�
harm communities of color: “three 
VWULNHV�DQG�\RX·UH�RXW�µ�]HUR�WROHUDQFH�
GLVFLSOLQH�UHVSRQVHV��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��
+RZHYHU��MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DUH�DOO�RI�
the daily indignities in schools. How 
are we creating an inclusive and loving 
environment in our classrooms and 
school halls? How does our language 
reinforce or challenge the idea that 
certain students belong and others are 
GLVSRVDEOH"�&UHDWH�D�GDLO\�SUDFWLFH�
RI�UHÁHFWLQJ�RQ�KRZ�\RX�HQJDJH�ZLWK�
\RXU�PRVW�´FKDOOHQJLQJµ�VWXGHQWV�

5 .QRZ�<RXU�5LJKWV��WKH�6FKRRO·V�
DQG�'LVWULFW·V�3ROLFLHV��DQG�*HW�
Data: Can ICE come to your school to 
TXHVWLRQ�RU�UHPRYH�VWXGHQWV�RU�VWDII�
PHPEHUV"�:KDW�DUH�\RXU�GLVWULFW·V�
DQG�VFKRRO·V�SROLFLHV�UHJDUGLQJ�SROLFH�
involvement? How are Native American 
VWXGHQWV�DIIHFWHG�E\�\RXU�GLVWULFW·V�
WUXDQF\�SROLFLHV"�,I�WKHVH�SROLFLHV�FUHDWH�
more harm than good, collectively 
organize to educate your community to 
FKDOOHQJH�WKHVH�SROLFLHV�DQG�UHLPDJLQH�
PRUH�KXPDQL]LQJ�UHVSRQVHV��

6 Build Power Outside Your 
Classroom: Connect with community-
based organizations that are working 
WR�VKULQN�WKH�IRRWSULQW�RI�SROLFLQJ��WR�
demand gender and racial justice, 
and to build transformative justice 
UHVSRQVHV�WR�KDUP��6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��
the innovative work of organizations 
VXFK�DV�0LMHQWH��KWWSV���PLMHQWH�QHW����
DQG�WKH�$XGUH�/RUGH�3URMHFW�6DIH�
2XWVLGH�WKH�6\VWHP��KWWS���DOS�RUJ�
FRPPXQLW\�VRV���$OVR��WDS�LQWR�RU�VWDUW�
D�OLVW�RI�SURJUDPV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�
your community that offer resources to 
students and families when struggles 
DULVH��,QYLWH�WKHVH�JURXSV��LI�WKH\�
DUH�QRW�DOUHDG\�RQ�\RXU�FDPSXV��
to visit, connect, and to share 
FXUULFXODU�LGHDV��$QG��LI�\RX�DUH�SDUW�
RI�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�DVVRFLDWLRQ��D�ODERU�
union or another collective educators 
QHWZRUN��VXSSRUW�WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
WR�GR�UDGLFDO�SROLWLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�

WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLSV��WR�WDNH�EROG�DQWL�
3,&�VWDQFHV��DQG�WR�VXSSRUW�DQWL�3,&�
LQLWLDWLYHV��FDPSDLJQV�DQG�SURMHFWV��

7 Discipline, Not Punish: Move from 
GLVFLSOLQH�DV�SXQLVKPHQW�WR�GLVFLSOLQH�
DV�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�KROGLQJ�KLJK�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�HDFK�RWKHU��VXSSRUWLQJ�
RQH�DQRWKHU��DQG�SURYLGLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�D�
wide range of meaningful and rigorous 
OHDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�DUW��
VSRUWV��DQG�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�LV�VWURQJ�
and relevant, to mention a few. 

8 Leave No One Behind!: Work to 
EXLOG�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FDPSDLJQV�WKDW�
DUH�RSHQ�WR�DOO�²�IURP�WKH�MDQLWRULDO�VWDII�
WR�WKH�VWXGHQWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�\RXU�
VFKRRO·V�HIIRUWV�WR�PDNH�FODVVURRPV�
DQG�KDOOZD\V�OHVV�KDUPIXO�IRU�TXHHU�
IRONV��GRQ·W�IDOO�IRU�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�
WRXJKHU�VXVSHQVLRQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�]HUR�
tolerance will work to address bullying. 

9 Create Opportunities to Express 
Support, to Value People and to 
Share Love: We all need to feel 
YDOXHG�DQG�FDUHG�IRU��SDUWLFXODUO\�
LQ�VFKRROV��'HYHORS�FXUULFXOXP��
SHGDJRJLFDO�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�VFKRRO�
cultures that center our visions of 
OLEHUDWLRQ��$UWV��0XVLF���DQG�ORYH�LQ�
LWV�P\ULDG�IRUPV��DQG�DIÀUP�WKH�OLYHV��
histories and communities connected 
to our students.  

10 Educate/Organize/Collectivize: 
0HHW�ZLWK�\RXU�SHRSOH�DQG�FRPH�XS�
ZLWK����PRUH�LGHDV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��
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featured are contributions by Sagnicthe Salazar 
– Xicana Moratorium Coalition; Sharif Zakout – 
Arab Resource and Organizing Center; Melissa 
&URVE\�²�3HRSOH·V�(GXFDWLRQ�0RYHPHQW��DQG�
Rachel Herzing and Isaac Ontiveros – Center for 
Political Education.

(At Least) 10 Things Educators Can Do
to End the Prison Industrial Complex

Artwork by Molly Costello from 
Restorative Posters, rjposters.com



6161


