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A Creative Online and Community-Based Civic Activity for High School Classes!
“I want to thank everyone from the Active Citizen Project for an opportunity so wonderful, exciting, fun, and unforgettable. I never thought in a million years that I would be interested in politics. It was something I never expected. When I returned back to New York [from the Heartland Presidential Forum] the one question that was asked to me a number of times was “How did you like it?” That’s when my face lit up, my heart rate increased and I began to tell them about my weekend in Des Moines, Iowa…”  

· Donjhannae Harris, Open Caucus Student, 
Teachers Preparatory Academy, Brooklyn, NY 

WHAT IS OPEN CAUCUS?

Open Caucus (OC) is a series of creative social studies activities that teachers can incorporate into their high school lesson plans for 10th - 12th Grades.  OC’s activities bring current news topics and long-term societal challenges into the classroom and bring the social studies classroom into the community.  OC is a social studies program that uses art and new media as tools for civic engagement. 
This Spring 2009, you’ll be able to use OC in as many lesson-periods as you need. You’ll be able to choose from topics such as, “The Food Crisis,” “The 2008 Election,” “Self Representation,” and “A World of Mutual Well-Being.” A new project is under development in which students will use these additional lesson periods as a springboard for creating Action Strategies. Several of these Action Strategies will be implemented next summer by a team of local students, college partners, community groups and social justice-motivated design teams!
“Thanks so much for enriching students’ lives by providing this curriculum…”  

· Carl Stamey, Open Caucus Teacher, 
Scavo Campus, Des Moines, IA

HOW CAN OPEN CAUCUS GIVE MY STUDENTS REAL WORLD OPPORTUNITIES?
In addition to providing an active learning supplement in-class, OC allows students to engage in the political process beyond the classroom.  In December 2007, OC brought 27 OC students and teachers to the Heartland Presidential Forum in Des Moines, IA to create a documentary film, supervised by the award-winning documentary filmmaker, Linda Goode Bryant! Check out YouTube and www.activecitizenproject.com to see the videos and messages created by these and other OC participants!

For Spring 2009 OC participants, plans are underway for another national event that brings together OC students from cities across the country. Plus, we’re planning more student art exhibitions and great community service projects. Stay tuned for exciting Spring 2009 opportunities!
“My students successfully made the public aware of their issues, going beyond the scope of the designed activities…”  
· Ryan Elliott, Open Caucus Teacher, 
South Atlanta High School, Atlanta, GA

“Nannesha turned to me on a number of occasions and said with enthusiasm ‘it’s like we’ve been talking about it in class!’ It was exciting to talk politics with her and process and analyze what we were seeing [at the Heartland Presidential Forum] and how it related to what we had been studying. I couldn’t help but wish our entire class could be there with us…”  

· Jill Bass, Open Caucus Teacher, 
North Lawndale College Prep High School, Chicago, IL 
AND OPEN CAUCUS IS FREE?
Yes! All materials for the OC activities are provided for FREE. Open Caucus is an activity of the Active Citizen Project (ACP), a national, non-partisan community and school project that is supported by national foundations.  ACP exists to expand the role and relevance of people and communities in the political process.  Since 2004, ACP has conducted OC in classrooms in 28 cities.  In addition to being non-partisan, both OC and ACP are non-profit. 
“I’m very impressed with your program!  I am running this through my after school government club, and the kids were very enthusiastic and had excellent conversations…”  

· Gary Neuzil, Open Caucus Teacher, 
Iowa City West High School, Iowa City, IA




SIGN UP FOR OPEN CAUCUS IN THREE EASY STEPS!





Step 1: 


Contact Emily Westlake, ACP’s Community Program Coordinator, via phone at 212-612-1527 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ewestlake@activecitizenproject.com" ��ewestlake@activecitizenproject.com�. Let her know that you’re interested in participating in OC (or ask any questions that you may have about the program). 





Step 2:


Fill out the simple one-page registration form that Emily sends you and send it back to her. 





Step 3:


You’re all signed up! Emily and the ACP team will send you the Open Caucus classroom materials at a date specified by you and in time for your Spring 2009 lesson-planning!





Thanks for participating in Open Caucus!





























To learn more about Open Caucus, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.activecitizenproject.com/section/takeaction/" ��http://www.activecitizenproject.com/section/takeaction/�

















