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Pages 1 & 2: Climate Change Hits Home in Alaska

Activity: Why do the US, Canada and Australia produce the most carbon dioxide? Ask students to research which activities and industries produce the most carbon dioxide. Make a poster that identifies activities everyone can adopt to lessen their carbon footprint. Investigate the classroom and school to find out what can be turned off for the night or over weekends to save electricity and, therefore, reduce carbon emissions.

Discussion: What is the difference between climate change and seasonal fluctuations in the weather? 

Activity:

Why does the ground sink when permafrost melts? Ask students to predict what will happen to water when it freezes. Will it expand or contract? Partially fill a transparent water bottle with water and mark the level with a permanent marker. Freeze the water and show students what happens to the volume of the water.

Resources:

“Educating Heather,” an article from Rethinking Schools about using first-person accounts from kids in Alaska to better prepare student teachers:
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/23_04/heat234.shtml
Articles and lesson plans: This website offers extensive information about permafrost and climate change: www.wunderground.com/slimate/permafrost.asp
This BBC site includes information about climate change, including evidence, impacts, adaptations, policies:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/climate/
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Meet Eric from Congo

Activity: For students with family or friends living in other countries, have them create a similar profile of a person they know abroad.

Activity: What is the official language of your classroom? What other languages are spoken? Take a piece of paper, fold in half lengthwise, cut in two. Lay the two strips on top of each other and fold in two to create a small 8-page book. Staple at the crease. Create dual language dictionaries, using alphabetical order and definitions students create on their own.
World Looks to Climate Meeting

Discussion: What laws would you make to slow climate change? Who would be against your laws? Would you compromise?

Discussion: What kinds of actions do you see in the photographs below the article? If you were to create an activity or action to draw attention to global warming, what would it be?
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Heavy Storms Flood India and the Philippines

1. Geography: Find the Philippines, India, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Laos on a map. Why are these countries vulnerable to flooding?

2. Technology: Ask students where their water comes from. Where does it go when it goes down the drain? Ask students to draw a picture or write a story that expresses their understanding of the water cycle. Discuss. After sharing, research the water cycle and where tap water comes from and goes when it enters the drain. Create new stories and pictures.

Resources: This website offers information about the water cycle in many languages: http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle.html
The EPA’s website offers activities for children regarding drinking water and ground water:

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/kids/index.html
U.S. Drones Kill More People in Pakistan
Definitions: What is the CIA? What are some of the agency’s responsibilities?

Discussion: What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of using remote-control planes with no pilots?
Discussion: Talk about the student’s question in the 2nd paragraph.  Is it terrorism when the U.S. kills innocent people in drone attacks or not?

Briefs
Thousands March for Gay Rights: 
Math: How big is a crowd of 100,000 people? Figure out how much space 100,000 people would occupy by using the class population as a unit. How many people in the classroom? Stand comfortably together in a group, making sure everyone has a reasonable amount of space. How many square feet do you occupy? (One or two people may need to stand outside the group to measure.) Use this number to create a ratio to figure out the space for 100,000. Take the square root to find the side of the square and pace off the space to estimate.

Maldives Holds Underwater Meeting:

What does SCUBA stand for?

How does global warming contribute to rising sea levels? 

Compare the situation of the people in the Maldives to that of the kids in Yup’ik (front page). How are the situations similar?

Pages 4 and 5: Locked Up

1. Approximately how many times larger is the U.S. prison population than that of Japan?

2. What do you think of Dostoyevsky’s quotation? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

3. Discussion Question: What do you think should be the role of prisons? Punishment, penitence, rehabilitation?

4. Math Question: What is the population of your state? If 756 per every 100,000 people is in prison, approximately how many people in your state are currently imprisoned?

5. Write a letter back to Brigitte and Sparkle, commenting on the details in their letters. Do you have any questions? Is there anything you’d like to let them know? (If you’d like to send the letters, send care of IndyKids, and we’ll deliver.)
6. What would you do to reduce the prison population in the country? 

7. There is an error in the print copy of IndyKids.  There is a blank space on the bottom right of pg 5. Use this space to make a small drawing illustrating something from the letters from the two women in prison.

8. Interview a person who has been in prison or who has visited someone in prison. 
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Make a Classroom Green Team

Have students make their own Green Teams. Make your own Plastic Man.

Natural Gas

Project: How often does your family use natural gas and for what purposes? Keep track for a day or a week and create a graph or chart for the classroom.
Project: Fifth graders made a video about natural gas drilling. If you were to make a video to educate people about an issue, what would it be? What message would you want viewers to learn?

New Limits on Military Recruiters in Schools

Why does the military want access to public schools for the purpose of military recruitment? What is the advantage for them? What role do you think the military should have in public school education? Do you think they have the right to enter schools for the purpose of recruitment? 
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Your Turn

Which reasons (for celebrating or not celebrating Columbus Day) offered by the fifth-graders do you consider valid?

Someday you could be an…

1. What would be some of the benefits and hazards of being a forestry worker?

2. Write a story in which you imagine and detail your day as a forestry worker.

3. Where are the forests nearest to you? What do people do in the forests near you? What animals and plants live in the closest forests?

4. Have students create a similar interview with a neighbor or family member about their job.  The class could collect the interviews, edit them and publish them in a class newsletter.
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Who Am I? Research the life of Fred Hampton and act out the highlights for the class.
Día de los Muertos: 

Have your own students create an altar to honor their dead.
Comic:

Choose any article in this issue of IndyKids and ask your students to create a five-panel comic that illustrates a key issue of the article.

Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 2281, New York, NY 10163

Get the new 2009-2010 Planning to Change the World social justice plan book for teachers!  Go to www.justiceplanbook.com to order your copy.  
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