IndyKids Teacher’s Guide: Activity & Discussion Ideas: Issue #17, November/December 2008
Page 1: Economy in Crisis
1. Discussion: Use the graphs in the Economy in Crisis cover story to teach kids about how to read graphs and information charts. Have a class discussion defining the following terms: Variable, Positive Correlation, and Negative Correlation. 
2. Class Exercise: Break students into groups; have them analyze the data contained in the “What’s Happening” charts. For each graph have each student answer the following: 

· What are the variables in graphs 1-4?
· For the period of 2005-2008, is there a positive, negative, or no correlation between the variables in graph 1 and 2, and between variables in graph 4 and 5? 
· For each set of graphs, explain what the correlation is between the two numbers and why you think it is happening.
· Graph 4 shows that as of now (about October 2008) the unemployment rate was 6.5%. Use the graph to estimate the unemployment rate (the average) for 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008. 

· If the unemployment rate keeps increasing at the same rate, what do you predict will be the unemployment rate one year from now? 

· Construct two bar graphs using the data on the Tide of Foreclosures graph showing the five states with the most foreclosures. For the first bar graph pick a scale that will show that the foreclosures numbers are not that bad. For the second bar graph pick a scale that will show that the foreclosures numbers are really big. 

Page 2: Veterans Face Jail Time

Curriculum and resource guide: Camouflaged: Investigating How the U.S. Military Affects You and Your Community is a tool for educators to help middle and high school-aged students explore the role of the military in their lives and in their communities.  www.nycore.org/camo.html
Page 3: Election Round-Up

Fun with Statistics: Have kids use the statistics on page 3 to answer the following questions: 

· How many people voted? How many more votes did Obama get than McCain? Than Nader? Etc.

· Construct a pie chart using the percents given for each candidate.

· Research the number of electoral votes won by each candidate. Find the percent of electoral votes for each candidate.

· Compare the percent of votes received by a candidate and the percent of electoral votes received. Are there significant differences? Why do you think they are not the same?

· Using the chart, compare Obama’s opinion and others’ opinions. How are they similar or different?

Centerspread (Pages 4 and 5): Economic Meltdown

1. Role playing: Break students into five groups. Designate each group as “Homeowner”, “Mortgage Broker”, “Small Bank”, “Big Wall Street Bank”, or “Investor.” Have kids read the IndyKids center spread on how the economy works and write up a summary of what their role is in the crisis. Some brainstorming questions:
· Do I sell something or buy something? What do I sell or buy? Who do I sell to or buy from?
· If I sell something, how do I make a profit on that product? Who pays me for what I sell? 
· Who do I pay for what I buy? What happens if that person doesn’t pay me? What happens if I can’t pay?
Discussion: Have kids share their answers in a class discussion – identifying how their roles relate to other kids’ roles. 
2. Plan a family budget: Break kids into groups and give a certain amount of play money (like monopoly money) to each group. Give each group a list of five expenses, such as food, rent or housing payment, health insurance, clothing and luxury items, and transportation, which they must pay for each month. Play several rounds of a game: 

· Round One: Depending on how much money kids start with their expenses will allow them pay for everything on their expense list, or only pay for some. Each group must decide what they want to pay for and record what the expenses are that they are NOT paying for each month.

· Round Two: Have the teacher read out a list of announcements for each group, such as 1) Mortgage payment goes up 2) Health care costs go up 3) Workers get laid off 4) Food prices go up 5)  Bank closes. Each group will be affected differently.

· Round Three: Have students prioritize what expenses they continue to pay for. Continue with each round until some groups can no longer afford any or most of their expenses. 
· Discussion: Have a report back to talk about what kids learned – and ask them how they feel about having to choose between essential things like food, clothing and housing. 
3. Interview Question: What was life like when you were growing up? Ask students to find an elderly person in their life to talk to about what life was like when they were growing up. Ask them to fill out a questionnaire for the interview, include questions such as: Did people always buy so much stuff? How many different outfits did you have growing up? How often did you go shopping for luxury items? What was the average cost of food or rent when you were my age? Have kids report back to the class.
Page 6 & 7: 
Banned Books
Hold a banned book party: Students read books that have been challenged or banned and then share them with the class.  Go to the following page at the American Library Association for a list of the most challenged books: http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/bannedbooksweek/challengedbanned/frequentlychallengedbooks.cfm
No Child Labor in This Chocolate
Resources: Rethinking Globalization: Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World. This book from Rethinking Schools offers lesson plans and materials to help teachers raise critical issues with students in grades 4 - 12 about child labor and globalization (http://www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/rg/). Look at the website set up by Daniel Hildreth and Neil Rathan for other lesson ideas (http://cacoa34.blogspot.com/).  Use IndyKids’ May/June 2008 center spread on child labor downloadable at www.indykids.net
Standardized Tests
Discussion: Give a short lesson on what a standardized test is and what standardized tests are used for.  Break down the word “standardized” to find the meaning. Ask the students to write their opinions.

Child Street Vendors in the Dominican Republic 

1. Creating Writing: Have students write some dialogue between Armando and the police.

2. Math: In the DR, 1,000 pesos are equal to $3. How many pesos equal $41? 

Letters to the Editor: Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
RESOURCES

The New York Collective of Radical Educators (NYCORE) has released a new lesson plan guide book. Planning to Change the World is a plan book for educators who believe their students can and will change the world. It is designed to help teaches translate their vision of a just education into concrete classroom activities. Visit www.justiceplanbook.com to get your copy today! 
Communicate with other educators and download curriculum guides on the Education for Liberation Network: www.edliberation.org
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