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Page 1: Choosing a New Justice
Activities & Discussion: 

1. Research other major decisions of the Supreme Court:
Center for Constitutional Rights past cases (More advanced): http://www.ccrjustice.org/past-cases 

General information for kids about the Supreme Court: http://www.congressforkids.net/Judicialbranch_index.htm
2. Read the recent decisions of the Supreme Court. Do you agree with the decision? In each decision, do you think that the conservative side or the liberal side of the Supreme Court won?

3. Research and find out: What happens after the Supreme Court makes its decisions? How are the decisions put into practice? Investigate the situation of prisoners’ who are being held without a trial. What happened following the decision in June 2008?

4. How does the Supreme Court fit in with the other two branches of the United States government?

5. Discussion: Imagine you were part of a small group trying to come to a decision. What do you think would be difficult about such a situation? Why is each person’s opinion important? When do you think disagreement would be important? 
6. How long can the justices serve?

7. Why do you think there is an odd number of justices?
Page 2:
New Promises to Get Rid of Nukes
1. Research and find out: What is a nuclear weapon? How does a nuclear weapon work? Why are they so dangerous?

Whistle Blown on U.S. Killing in Iraq 

1. What do you think could be the consequences of getting caught whistle blowing in various situations? Have you ever seen a wrongdoing that you’ve wanted to blow the whistle on?

2. What is the difference between tattling and whistle blowing? When is each appropriate?

3. After reading the article and looking at the pictures, write a chronology of what happened.

The video referred to in this article can be found on WikiLeaks.org and contains audio of soldiers speaking while they are in a helicopter. Please note that the video contains disturbing imagery.
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Arizona Law Sparks New Fight for Immigrant Rights
1.  Senators Schumer and Graham introduced their immigration proposal, in part as a response to the AZ law. They think their approach is a better way to address immigration in the U.S. Make a comparison chart of the AZ law and the Senators' proposal. Make a third column with your own ideas about what should change regarding immigration to the U.S. 

Oil Spill Out of Control in Gulf of Mexico
1. The often-cited statement about the need for more gas and oil drilling in the United States in order to reduce our dependence on foreign (purported Mid-East) oil, is not consistent with the data below on oil imports. Explain why and create a graph that depicts this data.
The largest provider of US oil is Canada = 22% of total
Mexico = 10%
Venezuela = 9%
Nigeria = 8%
then: Iraq, Algeria, Russia and UK are 4-5% each = 18% 
Colombia, Angola are 3% each = 6%
Briefs
The brief on poverty wages has statistics about people in the United States. Research how data is collected on people through the United States Census. Here is a U.S. Census website with teaching ideas and activities for kids:  http://www.census.gov/schools/
Do you think that VA should honor confederate history? Have a Debate. Why or why not?

Pages 4 and 5: Judge That Book
Activities:

1. Ask students what they think about the illustrations. How do they relate to the articles?
2. Take a story you know well. Switch the genders of the characters in the story. Does it change the way you understand the story? Why or why not?
3. Look for opposites/vocabulary-building: In the article, "Judge That Book," there are a lot of opposites. See if students can identify them. 

4. Think of a fairy tale you know well. Ask yourself the questions listed in “Judge That Book.” Discuss the answers .How would you rewrite the fairy tale based upon those answers?
5. Go to your library and have students select at random a stack of picture books. Take a survey of how many characters are of color, how many are women or girls, how many are disabled, etc. Think of a way to represent the data you have collected.

Resources:

10 Quick Ways to Analyze Children’s Books for Racism and Sexism

http://www.teachingforchange.org/node/101
10 Quick Ways to Analyze Children’s Books for Ableism

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/23_02/ten232.shtml
Save the Muslim Girl: Does popular young adult fiction about Muslim girls build understanding or reinforce stereotypes?

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/24_02/24_02_muslim.shtml
Page 6:
South Africa’s Poor Pushed Out for World Cup

1. The World Cup tournament for men is called "FIFA World Cup 2010" whereas the women's event is called FIFA Women's World Cup." The women's tournament will be held in Trinidad and Tobago in September 2010 and also involves fewer world teams than the men's tournament. 

INFO: http://www.fifa.com/u17womensworldcup/index.html . Discuss the ways in which more attention on TV and in the media is given to men in sports than women in sports. Why do you think that is? What message does it send to girls and women? 

2. See the IndyKids centerspread on girls in sports (March/April 2010 issue) http://indykids.net/main/2010/03/girls-for-equal-play/
3. While you’re watching the World Cup, what are the different types of commercials you notice playing? Ask yourself some critical reading questions from page 4 about the commercials you see.

4. Take a survey in class about which team each student is rooting for. Create a pie chart or bar graph to represent the data 

5. Google and try to find out where the U.S. men’s soccer team ranks.

Who Goes to Summer Camp?
1. Write a brief essay about a memorable summer.

2. What would be the ideal summer camp experience?

3. Read the book Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. Think of a place, whether it is real or imagined, where you would like to spend your summer. Draw what you see.
Becoming Bilingual

1. Discuss: Try to find out the connections between the movement to support bilingual education and the debate over immigration in Arizona. Discuss the history of anti-immigrant laws passed in Arizona, California and other states.
2. Research: What are the differences between bilingual education and English as a Second Language?

Briefs
Discuss: Why do you think it’s important that there was a People’s Climate Conference in Cochabamba, Bolivia in April 2010? What are the differences between this Conference and the Copenhagen Climate Conference in 2009? Check out the IndyKids article following the conference: http://indykids.net/main/2010/01/no-clear-solution-reached-at-climate-summit/
Page 7:

World Refugee Day

1. Discussion ideas: Based on prior knowledge, reading of the immigration article on page 3 and the refugee article on page 7, what do you think is the difference between a refugee and an immigrant? 

2. The U.S. president, in consultation with Congress, decides how many refugees will be accepted into the U.S. each year and where they will come from. In 2009, these were the top 5 countries from which the U.S. accepted refugees: 18.838 refugees from Iraq, 18,202 refugees from Burma, 13,452 refugees from Bhutan, 5,381 refugees from Iran and 4,800 refugees from Cuba. Why do you think the U.S. chose these countries? Have students research the countries and the relationship of these countries to the U.S. 

3. Ideas for the classroom, from the United Nations, about World Refugee Day:
http://www.unrefugees.org/site/c.lfIQKSOwFqG/b.5106437/k.D118/World_Refugee_Day_2010__Organize_an_Event_in_Your_Area.htm
4. Some stories of refugees from the United Nations:
http://www.unrefugees.org/site/c.lfIQKSOwFqG/b.4950721/k.9B5E/Refugee_Stories.htm
Page 8:
Trash Math: Research another statistic about trash and the environment. Try to create a math problem using the fact you have learned.

Send in ideas for captions for the cartoon on page 8 to info@indykids.org !
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