IndyKids Teacher’s Guide: Activity & Discussion Ideas: Issue #19, March/April 2009
**NOTE: Starting September 2009, Teacher’s Guides will only be available online at www.indykids.net
Page 1: Does Your Food Have Cooties?

1. Have students research the ingredients of the food they eat in a given day and list those that contain high fructose corn syrup.

2. Have students conduct research on where the food they eat comes from.  They could calculate the average distance their food travels or make a pie chart showing what portion of their food is produced locally, in-state, in-country or abroad.  They could interview their neighbors and take a survey to see how many know where the main ingredients of their dinner were produced.

Page 2: 

Spending Program Signed into Law

1. Have students research more specifics about what is being funded with this new law.  Then have them write about what they would fund.
2. Have students come up with another way to represent the numbers in “How the Money is Being Spent,” (mathematically or artistically)

Page 3: 
Judges Caught Taking Money

1. Writing or class brainstorm activity: Come up with some alternative punishment for the judges.

2. Have students research prisons in your community.  Are they for-profit or non-profit?  Who owns them and how much profit do they make?

Immigrants

1. Dreams Deferred?: Hold a mock congressional hearing on the DREAM Act.  Curriculum produced by the New York Collective of Radical Educators.  Includes all materials and background information for a mock hearing.
http://www.edliberation.org/talkin-bout/camouflaged/dream-deferred
Pages 4 and 5: Trash
1. Have students analyze the trash can in the classroom or at home.  Create a pie chart indicating the material contents and compare this to the pie chart in IndyKids.

2. Have students figure out the ratio of individual (municipal) to industrial waste.  Come up with another representation of the ratio, such as paperclips or M&Ms.

3. Ask students to describe in their own words what is happening in the main center picture on the page.

4. Understanding Garbage and Our Environment, 5-8 grade curriculum. The University of AZ has some lessons from this book available online: http://coep.pharmacy.arizona.edu/curriculum/garbage/index.html

5. Curricula from the Cornell Waste Management Institute.  It’s old (1991), but there are still a number of lesson plans for K-12.  http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/TrashGoesToSchool/TrashIntro.html
Page 6: 
A-Rod

Have students research the average salaries of other professions and calculate how many of those people you could pay with A-Rod’s salary.

Page 7: 
Your Turn

Have students write their own responses to this question.  
Someday you could be an…

Have students create a similar interview with a neighbor or family member about their job.  The class could collect the interviews, edit them and publish them in a class newsletter.

Letters to the Editor: Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
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