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Page 1: The War in Iraq: Five Years

1. For discussion: have you ever spoken out about an issue in your community like the kids in the photo?  What are the different ways kids can voice their opinions?
2. Have students write a letter to their member of Congress or a presidential candidate telling the person how s/he feels about the situation in Iraq and what s/he thinks Congress or the president should do. 
3. Compare IndyKids’ article on Iraq to those in other publications such as Time for Kids (www.timeforkids.com, February 29, 2008 article: “Five Years of War.”)  How are they different?  Students can list the kinds of information they learn from each article.  What is the bias in each publication?  What does the writer want the reader to know and for what purpose?

4. Have students write interview questions for Zahra Rifaat and Laith Faris and then interview them by videochat.  Students may then write letters to the kids they interview or write a summary of the discussion and what they thought of it for IndyKids or another publication.

5. Math:  Look at the statistics in the context of the population of your city or community. For example, if about 4,000 U.S. military personnel were killed – what percent of the population would that be? What about the current number of U.S. troops in Iraq? Can you use graphs to show the results? Can you create a public service announcement against the way by using these numbers?
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The Price Tag on the White House
Math: Use the data in the article to create a pie chart comparing how much cash each candidate is receiving from each source.  Students may also create a pie chart comparing how much cash the three candidates received all together.

Women’s Day

Math: In 2006, the median annual household income according to the US Census Bureau was determined to be $48,201. If women make 23% less than the median salary, how much will they lose over their working life?
Pages 4-5: Where is the Money?

1. Have students list items they may have at home such as a television, DVDs, PSP, game systems, books, clothes, bikes, computers and more.    Next to these items list the approximate cost of each.  The students would then add up the amount of money that they have all together in items.  Have students compare the value of what they have with the rest of the world.  (More than $2,200 puts you in the top half of the world’s population).    Students may use this comparison to write a reaction.
2. Have students write their own stories about living in the U.S. including facts such as where they were born, what they do, what their family does, and any other things they feel are important. Students will then read the story submitted by Maria.  They will be asked to look for similarities and differences between their story and hers and take part in a discussion about what they would do and how they would feel in her situation.
3. In groups students choose a country to research.  They will find out facts such as the population and the gross national product.  They will divide the GNP by the population and find dollars per capita.  The students will discuss if this is truly the amount that each person makes, if it is fair for people to make that much, and how their lives as students would be in this situation.  They can then create a large scale map and put this information in the country they have researched.
4. Corn marketplace: Students are given roles as American and Mexican farmers and buyers. Students who have the role of buyers will be given money and they will be allowed to go to whichever farmer they like (to buy corn).  First, have all ears of corn at the same price, 50 cents/ear.  Students simulate going to buy corn at the market.  Then the prices change.  The U.S. farmers sell their corn at 25 cents an ear (because they get a subsidy from the U.S. government and have big machines that help them produce more).  The Mexican farmers, who don’t have these benefits, still sell their corn for 50 cents an ear. Students will go to who they want to buy from again, trying to purchase as much as they can.  Then ask students to explain what happened and the trend they saw.  
5. Food for Thought is a math activity where students go through a simulation to look at how resources and energy consumption are distributed around the world.  – the link for this activity is http://www.populationeducation.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=33&Itemid=4
6. For “A Classroom Simulation on the Distribution of Wealth” to accompany the ten chairs illustration on pg 4, go to: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/12_03/wealth.shtml
7. Rethinking Globalization, Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World, Edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson, is a packed with information and classroom activities: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/rg/
Page 7
Students Rally in Two Cities

“We have to end the war, not the schools” can be posted for students.  The teacher will ask students to jot down ideas about what this means.  They will then be told about the amount of money cut by Bloomberg and what they think this lack of money will do. They can list the effects of this and then use their knowledge to write a letter to the mayor.

Letters to the Editor: Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
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IndyKids Cartoon
Math: Some people feel that the voting age should be lowered to 16 – arguing that if you can drive a car, you are responsible enough to have a say in the politics of your country. Use the Census Bureau website (http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/pyramids.html) to create a population pyramid for the United States for 2008. Use the pyramid and estimation strategies to find out how many voters would be added if 16 and 17 year-olds were allowed to vote. Would it make a difference in election results?

EVENT
Math Conference:
Creating Balance in an Unjust World: Conference on Math Education and Social Justice

April 4-6, 2008

Brooklyn, NY
http://www.radicalmath.org/conference/
IndyKids ● www.indykids.net ● indykids@indymedia.org ●212-592-0116
