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Page 1:  Blackwater in Iraq
1. Have students read the headline “Shadow Army in Iraq.”  Discuss what they think is meant by “shadow army.”  Then have them read the article.  What is the relationship between Blackwater and the U.S. military? 
2. Have a discussion or debate:  President Bush just requested another $196 billion from Congress to fund the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Congress has the power to cut off funding.  Many members of Congress are afraid that if they don’t give the money that Bush requests, it will look like they’re not supporting the U.S. troops in Iraq and that voters won’t like that.  What do you think is right for Congress to do?  
For more background information that students can use to research their opinion students can compare an article from IndyKids and one from Time for Kids:

IndyKids (Spring ’07 issue) “Who Decides if U.S. Troops Stay or Go?” http://www.indykids.net/issues/index.html
And Time for Kids’ “A New Way Forward” (January 19, 2007)

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/wr/article/0,28391,1578736,00.html
3. Have students look at the comments of the students at the bottom of the page.  Do they agree?  Have students write a letter to the editor to IndyKids expressing their opinions.  (Letters may be mailed to IndyKids, PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276)
Pages 2-3

Young Immigrants Discuss Life in the U.S:  Read the accounts of the two students.  How are the experiences of the two students similar or different from those of immigrant kids your students know or of their own experiences?  What is surprising to them about what Karr and Fatoumata say?
Immigration Teacher Resource:  The New York Collective of Radical Educators (NYCoRE) has a resource guide with ideas on teaching about immigration: http://www.nycore.org/PDF/No%20Human%20Is%20Illegal.pdf
Turkey Attacks Kurds Along Iraq Border: Discuss who the Kurds are.  Who are the PKK and what do they want?  Have students brainstorm and draw connections between the situation of the Kurdish people and what they know about oppressed minorities in other countries.  (Native Americans, African Americans, Palestinians, etc.)
Newsrooms Lack Diversity:  Do a calculation and draw a pie chart- What percentage of the U.S. is white/non-white (people of color)?  Do the same for the people who report the news and compare.  Does this influence what stories and people we read about in the news?  How?
Pages 4-5: Bottled Water
Resource: Kids Action Packet: An activity sheet produced by Corporate Accountability International

http://www.stopcorporateabuse.org/files/pdfs/Childrens'%20Water%20Campaign_Kit.pdf
1. Use the facts listed under “Did You Know” on the left side of the page.  Have students make up a public service announcement to encourage the public to drink tap water instead of bottled water.  The announcement can include a graph using the facts. 
2. Math problems:

According to the article people in the U.S. spent $11 billion on bottled water in 2006. How much is that per person per year? Per day? 

1 bottle of water (20 ounces) sells for 1 dollar. You could get 51 pint size glasses of tap water for only 1 cent! It is recommended that you drink 8 glasses of water a day (an 8 ounce glass). How much money can you save a year if you drink tap water instead of bottle water? Note: 8 ounces = 0.500000 pt. Can you think of other ways to spend that money?
Pages 6-7
Sharkwater: A Gentler Side of Jaws
Resource: Sharkwater study guides (primary & secondary school guides) are available at:

http://www.sharkwater.com/education.htm

Discussion on watching movies: are movies just entertainment?
We know that Sharkwater’s creators want viewers to leave the theater more excited to protect sharks and the environment for all of us. How about other movies we see? Here are some questions kids can ask themselves when watching any movie or TV program:
a. What is the movie makers’ and producers’ point of view and what he or she is trying to get us to think? What is the message?
b. What kinds of people are in this movie? How are people of different ethnic backgrounds portrayed? Are there any poor people? Average-looking people? How are they treated in the movie?
c. There are lots of ads in theaters, now even in the movie itself! Look for how products are used by the characters and think about what kinds of products the movie is trying to sell.
Students Are Not Scores

Discussion questions:  What is a standardized test? How do taking standardized tests make you feel?  Do you agree with what Mia says about standardized tests?  Are there benefits to standardized tests?  When Mia writes: “students are not scores – we are thinking individuals,” what does she mean?  Answer Mia’s question: “What do you want from your education?”
Resources (about testing for teachers): www.fairtest.org (Fair Test); www.edaccountability.org (Forum on Educational Accountability); “Failing Our Kids: Why the Testing Craze Won’t Fix Our Schools,” published by www.rethinkingschools.org
Letters to the Editor

For more classroom ideas on the Jena 6 case, consult this resource guide for educators: http://www.t4sj.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=39669&PID=499519&Style=
Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  These may be mailed to IndyKids, PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
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