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Who Decides if U.S. Troops Stay or Go?

Discussion Questions:

1. If you were president, what would you do to resolve conflicts between nations?  Would war be one of them?  What are some other things a president can do?

2. Have you ever spoken out about an issue in your community?  If so, what?  If not, what might you want to speak out about in the future?

3. What are different methods for getting groups of people to hear what you have to say?

4. Who should decide if U.S. troop stay in Iraq?  Should the opinions of the public in Iraq and the U.S. matter?

5. Have students write a letter to their member of Congress telling the congressperson how s/he should vote on funding for the war and/or impeachment.

6. Compare IndyKids’ articles on Iraq to those in other publications such as Time for Kids (www.timeforkids.com, January 19, 2007 article: “A New Way Forward: Can more U.S. troops turn the tide in Iraq?”)  How are they different?

Activities:

1. Have students debate the issue of the war in Iraq.

2. Create a short set of math problems based on “IRAQ BY THE NUMBERS.” Suggested problems:

a. If 200 billion dollars are spent on the Iraq war each year, how much money is spent per day?

b. If 70% of Americans oppose sending more troops to Iraq, and there are 300,000,000 U.S. citizens, how many Americans oppose sending more troops to Iraq?

3. Have students create their own budgets.  How would they spend the $200 billion dollars currently spent on the Iraq war?
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Meet Marlea from Australia

Activities:

1. Have students make a Venn diagram comparing the ways they are similar to and different from Marlea.

2. Ask students to write sentences using Koori words.

Army Officer Faces Trial for Refusing to Go to Iraq

Discussion Questions:

1. What would you do in Lt. Watada’s position?

2. On what issue/s would you take a stand?

Activity:

1. Have students write letters to Lt. Watada.
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News Briefs

Discussion Question:

1. Limits on Military Recruiters: Do you agree with Hope Reichbach? Should military recruiters be allowed to come to schools?

Activities:

1. As a media exercise, have students write news briefs based on classroom, school or community events.

2. Have students write essays from the perspective of a polar bear.

3. Oil Profits Math problem: What was ExxonMobil’s profit in 2005?

Climate Change: Earth’s Fate Is In Our Hands

Activities:

1. Start an Energy Challenge. Have students compete to see who can conserve the most energy, based on Energy Journals they keep at home.

2. Have students make posters advocating responsible energy use.

3. Have students brainstorm and write about how the city or country could be transformed to use less energy (alternative transportation, recycling, reducing waste, etc.)  

4. Students in the UK made a banner pictured on page 3.  Have students design a their own banner on an issue important to them.

PAGES 4 and 5

A Struggle for Land: Native Americans Today

Discussion Question:

1. What does it mean to have “cultural memory”? What does it feel like to know that your grandparents and their grandparents had to fight for the rights and freedoms you now enjoy? What does it feel like to continue struggling for the same rights and freedoms your grandparents sought?

Activities:

1. Assign or have students choose a state they would like to visit.  Have each student research the Native Americans who live there. 

2. Have students interview their parents or grandparents to find out how their families came to live in the U.S. 

3. Write sentences using the vocabulary words.
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Hip Hop Hooray

Activity:

1. After a discussion of poetic devices such as alliteration, repetition, use of metaphors, etc, have students write their own poetry/rap, then let those who are interested recite their poetry/rap over a hip hop beat (from a keyboard or recording). 

2. Have students investigate or write about what hip hop is like in the country where they or their ancestors are from.

3. Have students bring in a favorite rap, share it and discuss it.

Music Soothes Asthma Sufferers 

Discussion Question:

1. How can music make you feel better? How can it relax you? What activities make you feel more relaxed?

In Your First Voice

Activity:

1. Have students write their wishes down, and then put the wishes in a box. Take the box out in three months and show the students the wishes they had written three months prior. Have a discussion on how their wishes may have changed.
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Book Review: Life in Prison

Activity:

1. Have students do as Tookie suggests and confine themselves to the bathroom for a period of time.  Have them write a reflection on what it was like.

Resources:

Teaching for Change provides teachers and parents with the tools to transform schools into centers of justice where students learn to read, write and change the world.  For information about Teaching for Change’s publications and programs, contact:

www.teachingforchange.org

800-763-9131

202-238-0109

For a list of publications concerning Native American Indians with an emphasis on the Haudenosaunee (Six Iroquois Nations Confederacy), contact indykids@indymedia.org

You may also contact:

Akwesasne Notes Book Store
 

Mohawk Nation at Akwesasne


Hogansburg,  NY 13683

tel:  (518) 358-3326

e-mail: mohawkna@westelcom.com
In New York City:

Invite Children’s PressLine to your school to conduct a media workshop.  Children's PressLine is a non-profit media and youth leadership organization that works with kids, ages 8-18. Our work is read in the New York Daily News, the New York Amsterdam News, and distributed to 400 newspapers nationwide through the Scripps Howard News Service. Our readership is roughly 30,000 in New York City and upwards of 2 million through Scripps Howard. Please read more about current articles and our history at: www.cplmedia.org
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