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The Conquest of the Philippines 

1.BACKGROUND
The victory in the Spanish-American war of 1898 brought the USA the Philippines as well as Cuba. While the government of President McKinley disavowed any intention to annexe Cuba, the Philippines seemed to be a more viable target. 

· 10 May 1898, the Treaty of Paris. Spain formally signed away the Philippines to the USA. 

· 6 February 1900 – ratification of the Treaty of Paris by the US Congress. 

However, in spite of the popular euphoria over the successes against the Spanish, the occupation of the Philippines was far from universally accepted by American political opinion. 

Also, the Filipino nationalist leader, Emilio Aguinaldo argued that the US commander, Admiral George Dewey, had promised independence for the Philippines. 

From 1899-1902 the US armed forces was engaged in guerrilla war against the Filipino nationalists. In the war that followed, 5,000 Americans and 200,000 Filipinos were killed. Both sides committed serious war crimes, including the use of torture against rebel suspects by the American forces. 

· In September 1901 McKinley was assassinated, and was succeeded as President by Theodore Roosevelt. He was committed to continuing the war in the Philippines. 

· On 4 July 1902 he declared that the insurrection in the Philippines had come to an end. 

US administration after the defeat of the rebellion 

· William H. Taft (later President) was sent as governor of the Philippines in 1900. 

One of the most important questions facing Taft was what use to make of the Ilustrados, the upper classes, who were often of Spanish ancestry and who owned sugar and tobacco plantations. 

The ilustrados  founded a political party called the Federalistas, which Taft backed. He hoped that the Federalistas would offer pro-American leadership and draw the people away from the Independistas. 

Infrastructure and rebuilding 

The city of Manila had expanded massively under Spanish rule, but was vulnerable to frequent epidemics as there was no adequate water or sewage system. Taft commissioned the rebuilding of Manila, with modern boulevards, plazas and neo-classical buildings. 

Trade 

In 1909 a tariff law was passed that treated products from the Philippines as if they were from the USA, paying no import duty.  By the late 1920s almost all of the tobacco, sugar, hemp and coconut oil produced in the Philippines were shipped to the US market. 

However, this did leave the Philippines very vulnerable to fluctuations in the US economy. 

In 1936 the Philippines became an autonomous Commonwealth with its own elected president. 

2. McKINLEY’S OWN EXPLANATION FOR US OCCUPATION OF THE PHILIPPINES, 21 November 1899 (An interview published after his death in the Christian Advocate, 1903) 
When I next realised that the Philippines had dropped into our laps, I confess I did not know what to do with them. I sought counsel from all sides – Democrats as well as Republicans – but got little help. I thought first we would only take Manila; then Luzon; then other islands perhaps also. I walked the floor of the White House night after night until after midnight; and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed almighty God for light and guidance more than one night. And one night it came to me this way – I don’t know how it was, but it came: (1) That we would not give them back to Spain – that would be cowardly and dishonourable; (2) that we could not turn them over to France and Germany – our commercial rivals in the Orient – that would be business and discreditable; (3) that we could not leave them to themselves – they were unfit for self-government – and they would son have anarchy and misrule over there worse than Spain’s was; and (4) that there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilise and Christianise them, and by God’s grace do the very best we could by them, as our fellow-men for whom Christ also died. And then I went to bed, and went to sleep, and slept soundly, and the next morning I sent for the chief engineer of the War Department (our map-maker), and I told him to put the Philippines on the map of the United States (pointing to a large map on the wall of his office), and there they are, and there they will stay while I am President. 

3. CONGRESSMAN ALBERT BEVERIDGE JUSTIFIES AMERICAN OCCUPATION OF THE PHLIPPINES, 9 JANUARY 1900 
(The USA had only recently emerged from two decades of recession, which many at the time had blamed on overproduction, and the resulting glut of US manufactured goods driving down prices.) 

… to hold it will be no mistake. Our largest trade henceforth must be with Asia. The Pacific is our ocean. More and more Europe will manufacture the most it needs, secure from its colonies the most it consumes. Where shall we turn for consumers of our surplus? Geography answers the question. China is our natural customer. She is nearer to us than England, Germany, or Russia, the commercial powers of the present and future. They have moved nearer to China by securing permanent bases on he borders. The Philippines gives us a base at the door of all the East. 

… China’s trade is the mightiest commerical fact in our future. Her foreign commerce was $285,738,300 in 1897, of which we, her neighbour, had less than 9%, of which only a little more than half was merchandise sold to China by us. We ought to have 50 %, and we will. And China’s foreign commerce is only beginning. Her resources, her possibilities, her wants, are all underdeveloped. She has only 340 miles of railway. I have seen trains loaded with natives and all the activities of modern life already appearing along the line. But she needs, and in fifty years will have, 20,000 miles of railway. 

4. THE AMERICAN ANTI-IMPERIALIST LEAGUE, 17 OCTOBER 1899
(Many influential political, business and cultural figures opposed the occupation of the Philippines. These included Democrat Presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan, Andrew Carnegie and Mark Twain.) 

We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty and tends toward militarism, and evil from which it has been our glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all men, of whatever race and colour, are entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We maintain that governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is “criminal aggression” and open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our Government. 

…We deny that the obligation of all citizens to support their government in times of grave national crisis applies to the present situation. If an Administration may with impunity ignore the issues upon which it was chosen, deliberately create a condition of war anywhere on the face of the globe, debauch the civil service for spoils to promote the adventure, organise a truth-suppressing censorship and demand of all citizens a suspension of judgment and their unanimous support while it chooses to continue the fighting, representative government itself is imperilled. 
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