
Black American Migration in the 1910s and 1920s
Causes: 

Negative

· Jim Crow laws in the South
· The activities of the KKK and other white supremacists 
· Desperately poor living standards 
· The failure of sharecropping 
Positive
· The demand for industrial employees in the north 
· The greater rights enjoyed by Black Americans in many parts of the north 
· Optimism that Black military service (360,000 men) in the First World War was the beginning of a phase of real improvements
The Migration:  
Large numbers of Black Americans quit the South in search of jobs in the booming industrial cities of New York, Detroit, Chicago and Boston. 

The Consequences: 
Positive
· For many it was an escape from Southern backwardness and violence. 

· It helped to create a distinctive urban black culture, including the spread of Jazz to white audiences.  The “Harlem Renaissance”. 
Negative

· Race riots. In 1919 a black teenager was murdered for swimming off a whites-only beach on Lake Michigan. 13 days of rioting followed, that claimed the lives of 23 blacks and 15 whites. 
· Many blacks were restricted to poorly paid occupations, and swapped rural southern poverty for northern industrial squalor. 
· From 1925-7 the KKK experienced a major resurgence as part of a white backlash against new settlers in the USA, including Jews, Catholics, East Europeans and non-white immigrants.  Black people remained a major target for the KKK. 
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