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goal: to demonstrate a way that any teacher can create a curriculum that is social justice- and activist-oriented, from kindergarten on up

activity: using the 5SLD

share-out

Q&A

THEORETICAL CONTEXT

framing the problem:

the critical question is whose future, story, and interests does the school represent? Henri Giroux

schools reflect society: micro of the macro

in urban areas, schools maintain and perpetuate the dominant socioeconomic model

generally prepare stu to become low income wage earners and workers, as opposed to leaders and agents of change

social reproduction:

what are often school problems are societal: social/economic inqeuity, racism, sexism, violence

evidence of social reproduction:

low test schores, increased violence, declining grad rates, increasing dropout rates, stu unprepared for college, declining numbers of teachers

characteristics of social reproduction:

emphasis on punitive rather than reflective, rehabilitative influences

heavy dependence on teacher-directed insturction and learning

culturally irrelevant curriculum

overuse of scripted curricula

CRITICAL PEDAGOGY: A SOLUTION

help stu achieve critical consciousness

inspire stu to qustion and challenge domination and oppression

enable stu to reflect, question and act: PRAXIS

5 STEP LESSON DESIGN

1. identify THEME, GOAL, and/or OBJECTIVE

2. identify STATE, LOCAL or SCHOOL STANDARDS

3. find RELEVANT current event/issue that addresses the theme

4. utilize POPULAR MEDIA to engage students

5. facilitate an EXPERIENCE or ACTIVITY which allows for the use of PRAXIS

QUALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE EVIDENCE

E.G. California’s Open Court Unit Assessment

fluency, reading comprehension, writing strategies/conventions, etc.

