The Brotherhood/Sister Sol 10 Curriculum Focus Issues

1.  Mind, Body & Spirit
1.1:    Acquisition of diverse knowledge and a global perspective 

1.2:    Development of increased critical thinking and problem solving skills

1.3:    Opportunity for reflection including creative expression and reflective writing

1.4.    Analysis of the portrayal of women in mass media, especially Blacks and Latinos/as

1.5:    Exploration of African Diasporic ideals of beauty, femininity, and masculinity

1.6:    Knowledge of how the human body functions, including key changes and nutrition

1.7:    Greater familiarity and comfort with one’s own body through participating in physical activities

1.8:    Knowledge of spiritual practices from around the world, and identification of and greater confidence in their inner strengths and belief systems

1.9:    Appreciation of the power of personal stories and of one’s own “story”

1.10:
 Creation of an Oath of Dedication
2. Leadership Development
2.1: 
Collective creation of chapter Definitions for Man/Brother/Leader or Woman/Sister/Leader
2.2: 
Collective creation of a chapter Mission Statement and name

2.3: 
Development of a sense of responsibility for self

2.4: 
Development of a sense of responsibility for their larger communities

2.5: 
Development of leadership skills through ongoing opportunity to practice them

2.6:  Knowledge of Black and Latino/a leaders who have sought change

2.7:  Knowledge about the legacy of the silencing of various leaders of importance and why

2.8: 
Understanding of the term “hypocrisy” – its meaning and significance

2.9: 
Development of a personal moral and ethical code to be responsible for one’s actions

2.10: Opportunity to practice leadership skills in real-life settings and situations

3. Pan African & Latino/a History

3.1:   Knowledge of the history of ancient continental Africa and indigenous America: civilizations, culture, knowledge, and leaders

3.2:   Knowledge about the arrival of Europeans in the Americas and Africa, and their effects

3.3:    Understanding of the slave trade: its origins, ideology, finances, effects, and laws; descriptions of the Middle Passage and the death and destruction it created

3.4:    Knowledge of movements for liberation and emancipation including Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, Black Power, and Puerto Rican independence 

3.5:    Familiarity with merging international, cultural, and political movements 

3.6:    Familiarity with modern global politics/history 

3.7:    Understanding of the status of women of color in the world today compared to men

3.8:    Familiarity with important writings of Blacks and Latino/a people and other historic works

3.9:    Exploration of the history and contribution of gay Blacks and Latino

3:10:  Overall awareness of famous and unsung figures of historical importance: Blacks, Latinos, women, gays

4. Sexism & Misogyny

4.1:    Awareness of the inherent sexist nature of the traditional views of the roles of men and women, in part through the analysis of media images of women/men

4.2:    Development of strategies for counteracting sexism

4.3:    Reflection on healthy/unhealthy sexual behaviors

4.4:    Understanding of how girls/women can/do support sexist behavior 

4.5:    Understanding of the nature of physical and emotional violence against women as being about control and power

4.6:    Familiarity with the various forms of abuse and the cycle of violence

4.7:    Understanding of date rape

4.8:    Familiarity with the profile of a batterer

4.9:    Awareness on how to stay safe and help a friend/victim of domestic violence


4.10:  Knowledge of the history of women’s oppression through discussing property and voting rights, religious and cross-cultural practices, etc.

5. Sexual Education & Responsibility

5.1:    Awareness of various STDs: how they are contracted, prevented, and treated, and their long-term effects

5.2:    Familiarity with HIV/AIDS and analysis of its origins and dispelling of various myths

5.3:    Knowledge of the rates of HIV infection in various communities here and internationally

5.4:    Awareness of different contraception and STD prevention options, including abstinence

5.5:    Commitment to protecting oneself and one’s partner

5.6:    Awareness of the psychological and physical effects of abortion and pregnancy on young women

5.7:    Familiarity with statistics regarding single parenting and its effects on education and economics

5.8:    Knowledge of the history of parenting in Black and Latino/a communities

5.9:    Understanding of what constitutes good parenting and prenatal care

5.10:  Support for developing boundaries and respect in intimate relationships that counteract sexist notions of males and internalized sexism of females

6. Drugs & Substance Abuse

6.1:    Familiarity with the types of drugs and their effect on the mind and body 

6.2:    Knowledge about the harvesting of major addictive drugs and their smuggling routes 

6.3:    Awareness of the various rationales given for drug and substance use (e.g., depression, peer pressure)

6.4:    Knowledge about legal substances (tobacco, alcohol, caffeine) and their effects

6.5:    Knowledge about the increased risk for sexual assault and rape caused by exposure to drugs  

6.6:    Critical analysis of the use of various forms of media used to glamorize drug use and promote sales

6.7:    Familiarity with statistics regarding incarceration rates of various populations due to drugs

6.8:    Knowledge of the issues of the historic legacy of drugs and community responsibility  

6.9:    Knowledge of the law and drugs (e.g., sentencing laws for crack versus powder cocaine)

6.10:   Awareness of the cycle of drug sales, dependency, and death

7. Conflict Resolution & Bias Reduction

7.1:   Familiarity with the rates of violence and incarceration among Blacks and Latinos/as 

7.2:   Examination of personal experiences of bias 

7.3:   Awareness of the ramifications of the degradation of young people by young people (e.g., low self-esteem, negative body image, isolation)

7.4:   Acquisition of conflict resolution and effective avoidance techniques  

7.5:   Identification of the different forms of oppression and examples of how they are enacted

7.6:   Awareness of the connections between various forms of oppression 

7.7:   Analysis of “racism” versus “prejudice” and their connection to social power

7.8:   Comparison of individual v. institutional discrimination

7.9:   Analysis of the term “politically correct” and freedom of speech

7.10:  Commitment to the promotion of tolerance for others

8. Political Education & Social Justice

8.1:    Understanding of the three branches of government: Judicial, Executive, and Legislative

8.2:    Knowledge of how laws are passed

8.3:    Familiarity with historic laws passed by various politicians, the leadership they displayed, and the enduring impact of the laws on education, social programs, etc.

8.4:    Knowledge of voting rights outlined in the original U.S. Constitution

8.5:    Knowledge of the historical struggles for the right to vote by women and Black people; responsibilities of citizenship (community organizing, lobbying, etc.)

8.6:    Familiarity with various forms of political and economic systems (capitalism, socialism, monarchy, dictatorship, militarism, democracy)

8.7:    Understanding and analysis of the various parties (Democratic, Republican, Independent), including their history and present-day agendas

8.8:    Knowledge of issues concerning the effect of under-representation in the U.S. Census

8.9:    Familiarity with U.S. interests and foreign policy

8.10:  Familiarity with war and the U.S. political system

9. Educational Achievement

9.1:    Understanding of and commitment to the importance and necessity of education 

9.2:    Knowledge of accomplished Black and Latino/a people who used education to make social change

9.3:    Knowledge about the history and experience of Blacks in education in the U.S., including prohibitive laws and the system of segregation 

9.4:    Knowledge of educational and professional career options

9.5:    Opportunity to network with diverse professionals and to tour college campuses

9.6:    Access to ongoing tutoring and academic support 

9.7:    Access to an educationally supportive environment that celebrates academic success and offers college preparation information and activities

9.8:    Access to computers and library as a resource for research and supplementary reading

9.9:    Ongoing reflective writing related to sessions and retreat activities

9.10:  Regular meetings with teachers and advisors to assess and support academic and social progress

10. Community Service & Responsibility

10.1:  Knowledge of the social, political, and economic status of Black and Latino/a communities

10.2:   Identification of social problems in their communities

10.3:   Analysis of possible solutions for various problems affecting their communities

10.4:   Attendance at youth conferences in order to learn from and network with like-minded youth

10.5:   Participation in community service opportunities 

10.6:   Awareness of historic political and social movements and the development of a belief in the possibility for achieving social change

10.7:   Development of public speaking and related communication skills

10.8:   Development of a sense of responsibility to their communities and to the greater good

10.9:   Familiarity with various forms of community development actions (organizing, popular, economics)

10.10: Creation and facilitation of community service projects
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