KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: TROUBLE AT SCHOOL

presenters: Blocks Together Youth Council: Martine Caverl, Shree Grimes, Irene Juaniza

notetaker: Tina Ramirez

Free Minds, Free People Conference

June 22, 2007

11:30 am – 1 pm

Blocks Together Youth Council—Humboldt Park neighborhood in Chicago

offers resources, solutions to problems, gives voice

central campaign: “GRADUATE, DON’T INCARCERATE”

goals

1. give community the info they need to understand the CPS discipline policy

2. share how BTYC is involved in stopping discipline that criminalizes youth

3. learn while having fun

discrepancy between what schools do to discipline youth vs. what they should do

WHAT IS YOUR DISCIPLINE LIKE? [interschool, intercity dialogue]

1. student is accused of breaking a rule

2. teacher ( detention

administration ( suspension

no investigation

3. suspension for 5-10 days

4. expulsion

5. review security cameras

go to dean

6. get evidence for deal

WHY AND HOW: EXPELLING

1. what will get you suspended: repeatedly doing something disruptive

hitting a teacher

vandalism/destruction of property

bringing a weapon

getting “dropped” off registration if you don’t show up regularly

2. dean and parents meet

3. expulsion hearing (like court)

4. gotta push it so you don’t lose court/protest

5. find another school

6. you can have another hearing the following semester 

7. administrator will host another hearing

8. get a lawyer/take case to real court

DISCIPLINE PROCESS OF CPS

1. student is accused

2. formal investigation

3. contact parents

4. file a misconduct report

file an incident report/security file

5. 1st appeal to principal

6. next appeal: area information office (AIO)

EXPULSION PROCESS OF CPS

1. group 5 or 6 (?)

2. 5-10 day suspension

school asks AIO for a hearing during suspension

3. CPS law sends letter with date

call BLUTM (?)

4. hearing officer listens to both sides

Board of Education lawyer asks Qs

you can bring your own lawyer, but if you don’t have one, you can still ask Qs

5. after 10 days, you can return to school

6. 4-6 weeks later, hearing officer tells Chief Education Officer the decision

7. Board can disagree with officer and keep investigating

8. a stu can be expelled for up to 2 years

you can appeal with a letter/evidence

9. higher appeal to federal court is possible

problem: many students don’t know the rules and don’t know they havet he right to come back

THOUGHTS ON POLICE PRESENCE [interschool, intercity dialogue]

2/3 of represented stu have police presence at their schools

gateway to send people to jail

enforce/overuse power

police create a police state

tone is set: stu feel expectations to ‘act out’

might perpetuate violence

should have regulations on police presence/not even principals have power

always there as greeters, but not there when something violent goes down

does not make surrounding neighborhoods safe b/c the police are too busy at school

police/security might give racial presence

BTYC conducted a survey where 90% said that police presence does not make schools safer b/c violence goes elsewhere

GRADUATE, DON’T INCARCERATE youth program

requires parent, student and community involvement

due process and justice

alternative policies and resources

